
State Update
STATE BUDGET

Shapiro: State budget ‘close’ after
long delay

Gov. Josh Shapiro said he believes lawmakers “are
close” on finalizing the overdue state budget.

“This was a busy weekend,” Shapiro said during a press conference Monday
afternoon.

Click here for full article.
Source: ABC27, WHTM, Aug. 25, 2025.

------------------------------------

​Bills that could prevent Pennsylvania budget delays
are going nowhere

In Pennsylvania, missing the state budget deadline has gone from an
exception to a near-expectation.

The cost of lawmakers’ habitual tardiness isn’t just political; it’s personal for
those who rely on state dollars.

Click here for full article.
Source: WITF, August 25, 2025.

------------------------------------

https://www.abc27.com/news/top-stories/shapiro-state-budget-close-after-long-delay/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_abc27_News&fbclid=IwQ0xDSwMZ1vZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHnym0lRWVBVdA2XnEyI2_EhsVfuoRltDwqfT44LlFrxveuJD0Oazx7PIMdnD_aem_MhgVECCRClUX05wsIzyp0Q
https://www.witf.org/2025/08/25/bills-that-could-prevent-pennsylvania-budget-delays-are-going-nowhere/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=pipelineinteractive&nav=ad9a777d-b385-4a81-b751-ec10d7897594


Life goes on: Why Pennsylvania lawmakers are in no
hurry to make a budget deal nearly two months after

the deadline

Since most things continue to work, most people don’t even realize that
there’s anything even wrong, reducing the pressure on Harrisburg even
further, said Sam Chen, a political strategist who worked for former Gov. Tom
Corbett, among other prominent Pennsylvania politicians.

Click here for full article. 
Source: WHYY, August 23, 2025.

------------------------------------

PA budget stalls again: What will it take
to break the cycle of delays?

Millions of state dollars for schools, counties, nonprofits and other human
service providers are on hold because Gov. Josh Shapiro and the leaders of
the General Assembly have not reached an agreement on Pennsylvania’s
spending plan.

Click here for full article. 
Source: WITF, August 21, 2025.

------------------------------------

Basic Ed Bill Actions
HB1814 - An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as
the Public School Code of 1949, in pupils and attendance, providing for
possession and use of cell phones.
Sponsor: Rep. Mandy Steele (D)
Action: 08/20/2025 - Referred to - House Education

SB969 - An Act amending Title 24 (Education) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes, establishing the Educational Freedom for Families Program and the
Teacher Excellence Incentive Fund; and imposing duties on the Department of
Education and the State Treasurer.
Sponsor: Sen. Doug Mastriano (R)
Action: 08/15/2025 - Referred to - Senate Education

SB973 - An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as
the Public School Code of 1949, in terms and courses of study, providing for early
human life development education.
Sponsor: Sen. Michele Brooks (R)
Action: 08/15/2025 - Referred to - Senate Education

Click the link below for the full Education Recap.

EDUCATION RECAP
Click here for more.

(A weekly report on legislative and executive actions on education-related
legislation in Pennsylvania state government.)

https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvania-state-budget-delay-regular-issue/
https://www.witf.org/2025/08/21/pa-budget-stalls-again-what-will-it-take-to-break-the-cycle-of-delays/
https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/2025/hb1814
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/2025/sb969&ved=2ahUKEwii9_W20KaPAxVLE1kFHXu8EysQFnoECBcQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2A12Z-HtyW2ACmRBXRr8oE
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2025&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=793
https://www.paprincipals.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ER-pls.pdf
https://www.paprincipals.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ER-13.pdf


 

Federal Update
Proposal would remove federal data

collection for special education
​racial disparities

Even if the federal collection was eliminated, states would
still need to collect and interpret data for significant
disproportionality, experts say.

Click here for full article.
Source: K-12 DIVE, Aug. 22, 2025.

------------------------------------

Education Department rescinds EL
equal access guidance

The guidance helped districts and states serve English learners, but isn’t
aligned with Trump administration priorities, a department spokesperson said.

​Click here for full article.
Source: K-12 DIVE, Aug. 21, 2025.

------------------------------------

Education Department plans return
of laid-off OCR staffers

The U.S. Department of Education said it plans to bring back more than
260 Office for Civil Rights staff that it cut as part of its March reduction in
force, returning groups of employees to the civil rights enforcement arm in
waves every two weeks Sept. 8 through Nov. 3. 

Click here for full article.
Source: K-12 DIVE, Aug. 21, 2025.

   
Pennsylvania Principals Association

Position Statement on State and Federal Education Issues

The Pennsylvania Principals Association (PA Principals Association) stands in
solidarity with national organizations such as the National Association of Secondary
School Principals (NASSP) and the National Association of Elementary School
Principals (NAESP) in advocating for equitable, well-funded and inclusive education
policies at both state and federal levels. In light of ongoing challenges and critiques
directed at the education sector, we reaffirm our commitment to the following principles:

CLICK HERE FOR POSITION STATEMENT.

 

https://www.k12dive.com/news/federal-data-collection-special-education-racial-disparities-significant-disproportionality/758331/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flink.k12dive.com%2fclick%2f41220850.2479%2faHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuazEyZGl2ZS5jb20vbmV3cy9lZHVjYXRpb24tZGVwYXJ0bWVudC1yZXNjaW5kcy1FTEEtZW5nbGlzaC1sYW5ndWFnZS1sZWFybmVyLWd1aWRhbmNlLTIwMTUtZGVhci1jb2xsZWFndWUvNzU4MTYzLw%2f5f75d0753531dd3df374c107B98ef6c25&c=E,1,WpuKfCF1jw_WwFxptZ3B-P2jAYNgS9DwX0_gxmUHaW5s37f6m5bkV6Mg6EA24MRMQXU1yt6YmGUBWjOSkWSCHLQu9GpY_5mJV54BmLyxFfnVggRdcek,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flink.k12dive.com%2fclick%2f41220850.2479%2faHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuazEyZGl2ZS5jb20vbmV3cy9lZHVjYXRpb24tZGVwYXJ0bWVudC1yZXNjaW5kcy1FTEEtZW5nbGlzaC1sYW5ndWFnZS1sZWFybmVyLWd1aWRhbmNlLTIwMTUtZGVhci1jb2xsZWFndWUvNzU4MTYzLw%2f5f75d0753531dd3df374c107B98ef6c25&c=E,1,WpuKfCF1jw_WwFxptZ3B-P2jAYNgS9DwX0_gxmUHaW5s37f6m5bkV6Mg6EA24MRMQXU1yt6YmGUBWjOSkWSCHLQu9GpY_5mJV54BmLyxFfnVggRdcek,&typo=1
https://www.k12dive.com/news/education-department-rescinds-ELA-english-language-learner-guidance-2015-dear-colleague/758163/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue: 2025-08-21 K-12 Dive %5Bissue:76114%5D&utm_term=K-12 Dive
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mad.283711/gov.uscourts.mad.283711.67.1_2.pdf
https://www.k12dive.com/news/education-department-plans-return-laid-off-staffers-civil-rights/758284/
https://www.k12dive.com/news/education-department-plans-return-laid-off-staffers-civil-rights/758284/
https://www.k12dive.com/news/education-department-plans-return-laid-off-staffers-civil-rights/758284/
https://www.paprincipals.org/position-statement-on-state-and-federal-education-issues/


FIND YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS
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The Pennsylvania Principals Association - 122 Valley Road - Enola, PA 17025
717-732-4999 - www.paprincipals.org
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