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University staff members 
have recently been flooded 
with calls and messages 
from concerned interna-
tional students and their 
parents, said Amy Nicols 
Villeda, director of inter-
national student programs 
at Messiah University near 
Mechanicsburg.

“We have definitely got-
ten a lot of calls and texts 
and emails about, ‘Hey, what 
does this mean? Am I going 
to be OK?’” Nicols Villeda 
said.

At the end of May, the U.S. 
State Department instruct-
ed embassies and consul-
ates to pause new student 
visa appointments while it 
looks to increase its appli-
cant social media screening 
and vetting process. There 
is not currently a timeline 
for when the interviews will 
resume.

 Student visas have also 
been revoked throughout the 
country, forcing students to 
leave their educational insti-
tutions and go back to their 
home countries.

Stalled 
visas could 
lose region 
millions
International students brought over a 
hundred million into county last year

HIGHER EDUCATION

TOM LISI
TLISI@LNPNEWS.COM

Lancaster County’s top 
judge on Monday an-
nounced a new advisory 
board charged with estab-
lishing clear standards for 
the work of constables in 
the county, including a dis-
ciplinary process for these 
elected local law enforce-
ment officers.

President Judge Leonard 

G. Brown III filed an admin-
istrative court order to cre-
ate the Constable Advisory 
Board for Lancaster County 
“to recommend policies on 
duties, local rules, require-
ments, organization, train-
ing, responsibilities, ethics 
and discipline of all persons 
performing constable du-
ties.”

That could potentially 
include an arrangement 

for constables to buttress 
courthouse security, Brown 
said. The sheriff’s office 
has struggled for years to 
reliably provide security 
for court proceedings. The 
president judge has pub-
licly raised the issue in his 
first year on the job. “We’d 
have to explore how all that 
would work,” Brown said.

Constables were the pro-
totypical law enforcement 

officials in Pennsylvania 
before the advent of profes-
sional police departments. 
Elected to six-year terms, 
they hold similar powers 
of arrest as police, but they 
do not draw a salary. Con-
stables largely operate as 
independent contractors 
who draw flat fees from 
the courts for things like 
serving bench warrants 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT

‘STRONG INDIVIDUAL’

New board to guide constables
Advisers may consider adding to courthouse security amid yearslong troubles

This aerial view shows the Franklin & Marshall College campus, 
with Old Main in the foreground, on June 26, 2024. In 2023-24, 
Franklin & Marshall’s international students contributed $19.5 
million to the economy and supported 97 jobs.

JAXON WHITE
JWHITE@LNPNEWS.COM 

HARRISBURG — At least 
one top state House Demo-
crat is on the record oppos-
ing a short-term budget be-
fore the June 30 deadline to 
fund public schools and vital 
services while the U.S. Con-
gress finalizes a budget for 
the fiscal year starting Oct. 1. 

A temporary budget was 
suggested by two leading 
Republican state senators. 
Senate Appropriations 
Chairman Scott Martin, 
of Martic Township, first 
told Spotlight PA early this 
month that he would “nev-
er shut the door” on pass-

ing a partial 
budget. He 
echoed that 
s e n t i m e n t 
last week at 
a Lancaster 
Chamber fo-
rum, saying 
some legis-
lators have 

been discussing it recently. 
Martin’s view was shared 

by Senate President Pro 
Tempore Kim Ward, of 
Westmoreland County, who 
suggested to ABC27 News 
over the weekend that a six-
month budget could give the 
General Assembly a better 

A six-month 
budget splits 
lawmakers
Chambers’ appropriations chairs divided 
on waiting for results of federal budget

PA. LEGISLATURE

COMMUNITY

Pequea Valley’s Logan Zynn, left, Stephen Smucker and Trevor Vollmer pose during the Lancaster-Lebanon League baseball me-
dia day in the LNP| LancasterOnline newsroom in Lancaster city on March 9.

Longtime teammates keep faith PV grad will heal from crash
JASON GUARENTE
JGUARENTE@LNPNEWS.COM

The car was empty, and the rides felt 
quiet once the boys could drive them-
selves.

 For many years before, Kevin Zynn’s 
routine stayed the same. Zynn and his 
son, Logan, stopped to pick up Trevor 
Vollmer. The coach tapped his horn 
and the ballplayer scurried out of the 
house. The scene was repeated when 
they went to get Stephen Smucker a 
few minutes later.

They were Pequea Valley’s three 
baseball amigos. That was true from 
the time they were 8 on the Little 
Braves until Vollmer and Smucker, 
now both 18, ended their high school 
careers last month on the big Braves.

Kevin Zynn was the coach and 
chauffeur. Vollmer played second 
base, Logan Zynn lined up at short-
stop and Smucker occupied third.

“Those were the days,” Logan Zynn, 
17, said. “We just hung out with each 
other. We had fun. Not a worry in the 
world.”

A friendship was built among the 
kids. A respect grew from their coach. 
The end of Pequea Valley’s season last 
month marked the end of their time 
together on the diamond.

None of them could have imagined 
what came next.

Vollmer was celebrating gradua-

tion with some buddies in Ocean City, 
Maryland. He was bouncing a ball on 
his way to play in the park. The ball 

skipped away. When he went to re-
trieve it, he was struck by a bus.

Paths to 
victory
An LNP | LancasterOnline writer 
notices parallels in teams who 
won PIAA boys volleyball crowns
n Sports, Page A7

CHRIS KNIGHT | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Pequea Valley quarterback Anthony Stoltzfus hands the ball to Trevor Vollmer during 
an L-L League Section Five game against Lancaster Catholic on Oct. 18, 2024.

ANDY BLACKBURN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BLAINE SHAHAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

I don’t think it benefits the 
Commonwealth, nor those who 

depend on our resources, to have 
a six-month budget.

—  Jordan Harris, D-Philadelphia, House Appropriations Chair

 Scott Martin

EDUCATION, page A16

BUDGET, page A16

CONSTABLES, page A5

TREVOR VOLLMER, page A5
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Look for the new edition
in LNP|LancasterOnline

on Wednesday,
June 18th.

DEAR ABBY: My 
husband works 
out of state for an 

oil rigging company 20 
days out of the month. 
He gets 10 days off. When 
he comes home, we may 
have two days of quality 
time together. The rest of 
his time he spends on his 
phone outside. 

When I recently had 
spinal surgery, he came 
home supposedly to 
assist me. My doctor 
gave him instructions to 
follow after the surgery. 
The first was that he 
observe me for 24 hours 
to avert any complica-
tions. Well, after a few 
hours, he left me alone so 
he could spend time with 
his friends! I was sleeping 

when he left, and when I 
woke up, I was in pain. 

When I called him and 
asked where he was, he, 
as usual, got upset and 
said, “I can’t spend time 
with my friends?” I re-
plied, “No problem” and 
hung up the phone. He 
returned two hours later, 
and we discussed it, but 
he left the house again. I 
don’t know how to com-
municate with him with-
out causing issues. What 
should I do? Am I wrong? 
— WIFE OF DETACHED 
HUSBAND

DEAR WIFE: You are not 
wrong. What you need to 
do now is take some time 
and evaluate the relation-
ship you have with your 
husband. From what you 

have written, you are both 
spending the majority of 
your time living as single 
people. 

Your husband is clearly 
not the nurturing type, and 
it would be interesting to 
know how he’d react if the 
situation were reversed 
and you had skipped out to 
socialize with your buddies. 
I won’t use the word that 
comes to mind to describe 
your “better half” but, 
frankly, I think you could 
have done better in the 
spouse department. You 
have my sympathy.

   
DEAR ABBY: I am a 

59-year-old man. I have 
been single since my 
wife left me. I have been 
trying to get back on 
my feet financially and 
emotionally since the 
divorce. I agreed to the 
terms without a lawyer. I 
agreed to accept a small 
sum so she could buy me 
out of the house we had 
owned for 23 years. I am 
going to be fine, and, at 
some point, I will ease 
back into dating. 

Because I have a chron-
ic cough, I was assigned a 
specialist nurse practitio-
ner I’ll call “Susan.” She’s 

kind and professional 
and, behind her medi-
cal mask, she appears 
to be quite pretty. She 
also appears to be in 
her early 30s. I under-
stand professional eti-
quette and, of course,
the age disparity. Just 
asking — what is your 
advice? — MOVING ON 
IN MASSACHUSETTS

DEAR MOVING ON: 
I am sorry you didn’t 
mention how long it has 
been since you and your 
ex-wife were granted 
the divorce. Because 
you haven’t yet begun 
dating, the only female 
you have had a chance 
to get to know is this 
caregiver whose job is 
to be kind and profes-
sional. Because you are 
now interested in female 
companionship, put out 
the word and start meet-
ing women. If you make 
any advances on Susan, 
she may no longer feel 
comfortable treating you, 
so I don’t recommend it.

n “Dear Abby” is written by 
Jeanne Phillips. Contact the 
columnist at DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, 
CA 90069.

Husband has shown his 
priorities aren’t at home

A lmost 60% of most 
Americans’ calories 
come from ultra-

processed foods — stripped 
of nutrition and packed 
with refined carbs, sugars, 
salt, unhealthy fats and 
unpronounceable chemical 
ingredients. And, accord-
ing to a paper presented 
at an American College of 
Cardiology-Asia meeting, 
that’s a recipe for disaster.

The researchers looked 
at data on more than 8 mil-
lion folks and found that 
over the years, each addi-
tional 3 ounces of ultra-
processed food that you 
eat ups your risk of high 
blood pressure by more 
than 14%, cardiovascular 
events by almost 6% and 
boosts digestive diseases 
by more than 19%.

What does that mean for
your long-term health? 
Well, if you frequently eat a 
6-ounce deli meat sandwich
on two 1-ounce pieces of 
white bread with a 1-ounce 
bag of chips, you could TRI-
PLE your risk for a heart 
attack and gut problems.

You want your foods to be 
fresh and unaltered from 
their natural state — steam 
or saute tasty veggies like 
mushrooms, onions and 
tomatoes and broil or roast 
proteins (fish and skinless 
chicken) with herbs and 
spices. When eating lunch 
out — even on the run — 
look for salads with salmon 
or broiled chicken and 
dressings without added 
sugar, milk/cream, cheese 
or bacon. Enjoy sandwiches 
made from grilled or broiled 
skinless chicken or fish, 
on truly 100% whole-grain 
bread, and lentil or vegeta-
bles soups. 

America deserves a 
healthy, productive popu-
lation that embraces the 
challenges of the day with 
a clear mind and a strong 
constitution. Let’s all take a 
pledge to make ourselves as 
healthy as possible.

n Dr. Mike Roizen is chief well-
ness officer and chairman of the 
Wellness Institute at Cleveland 
Clinic. To live your healthiest, visit 
sharecare.com.

Biting off more than  
you can endure

JEANNE PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

DR. MIKE ROIZEN
MEDICAL ADVICE

n ANNUAL PICNIC: Salisbury 
Historical Society will host 
their annual picnic Thursday, 
June 19, at the Salisbury Park 

Pavilion, 750 White Horse 
Road, Gap, at 6 p.m. Open to 
the public. Event is potluck; 
eating utensils, plates, cups 

and drinks will be provided. 
There is electricity for Crock-
Pots. 

n Community Calendar runs as 
space is available. Three weeks’ 

notice of an event is appreci-
ated. Please place the date 
of the event or the deadline 
date to register at the top 
of the press release. Email 
your information to news@
lnpnews.com.

Community calendar

Then the administration 
banned entry from 12 coun-
tries and partially restricted 
entry from seven more.

The unpredictability has 
unsettled a population of 
students that has contrib-
uted more than $146 million 
in 2024 to the Susquehan-
na Valley, according to the 
Pennsylvania Council for 
International Education’s 
economic data. Their con-
tributions include tuition, 
housing and goods and ser-
vices purchased while in the 
U.S.

Nicols Villeda said she ex-
pects the uncertainty could 
also make future interna-
tional students reconsider 
higher education in the U.S. 
She said she heard from par-
ents that are more hesitant 
to send their children into a 
system with so many unan-
swered questions.

International 
students’ impact

Pennsylvania’s U.S. 11th 
Congressional District, 
which includes Lancaster 
County, has more than 500 
international students.

In 2023-24, Franklin & 
Marshall College’s interna-
tional students contributed 
$19.5 million to the econo-
my and supported 97 jobs 
due to the spending “occur-
ring in higher education, ac-
commodation, dining, retail, 
transportation, telecommu-
nications and health insur-
ance sectors,” according to 
data available through NAF-
SA: Association of Interna-
tional Educators.

Franklin & Marshall has 
1,867 total students and a 
17% international student 
population — the largest 
percentage of Lancaster 
County institutions. Fifty-
five countries are represent-
ed in its student body.

Millersville University’s 
international students con-
tributed $5.1 million and 
supported 23 jobs. Lancaster 
Bible College and Elizabeth-

town College’s populations 
contributed $1.2 million and
$1 million, respectively, and 
each supported five jobs in 
the local economy.

Fanta Aw, NAFSA execu-
tive director and CEO, pub-
lished a statement following 
the federal decision to halt 
interviews. She said interna-
tional students are already 
the “most tracked and vet-
ted category of nonimmi-
grants in the United States,” 
and she disagrees with the 
decision.

“International students 
and scholars are tremen-
dous assets that contribute 
to U.S. preeminence in in-
novation, research and eco-
nomic strength,” Aw said. 
“Undermining their ability 
to study here is self-defeat-
ing.”

Representatives for 
Franklin & Marshall Col-
lege, Millersville University 
and Elizabethtown College 
declined to be interviewed 
for this story.

Working in the US
About 41% of internation-

al students remain in the 
country long-term following 
graduation as members of
the American workforce.

Retention rates increase
depending on the level of 
education — 17% for bach-
elor’s, 51% for master’s and 
76% for doctorate recipi-
ents, according to 2020 data 
from the bipartisan public 
policy organization Eco-
nomic Innovation Group.

A Bangladeshi doctorate 
student studying at Penn 
State University’s Universi-
ty Park spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to protect 
her visa status. She said she 
worked in her home country 
for several years but eventu-
ally reached a point where 
she needed higher educa-
tion to continue.

“I realized that I needed 
more knowledge and I need-
ed to make sure that what I 
do is best for the people that 
I’m working for,” she said. “I 

chose the United States be-
cause of less restrictions. It’s 
open to everyone, especially 
Penn State, there are more 
options and more opportu-
nity.”

While she’s studying, she’s 
also working as a graduate 
teaching assistant. She fre-
quents State College farm-
ers markets, small business-
es and thrift stores.

She said she hopes to stay 
in the U.S. after graduation 
to work in academia, teach-
ing and researching as a 
professor in a larger city. 
However, she said the immi-
gration uncertainty has put 
more doubt in her mind.

Nicols Villeda said her in-
ternational students who 
choose to stay in the United 
States typically remain in 
the area in which they were 
educated. Some are in Lan-
caster County working in 
finance, at nonprofits and in 
STEM fields.

“It is definitely a trend 
that international students, 
often this is their first expe-
rience in the United States, 
so they typically stay in the 
area, and they stay with the 
connections that they feel 
most comfortable with,” she 
said.

This means a decrease in 
Lancaster County’s inter-
national students wouldn’t 
just affect the colleges, but 
would also decrease the ar-
ea’s college-educated work-
force.

Visa types
There are three main types 

of student visas — F-1, J-1 
and M-1. F-1 study visas are 
the most common and are 
for studying at an accred-
ited college or university or 
to study English at an Eng-
lish language institute. J-1 
exchange visas are for par-
ticipating in an exchange 
program, and M-1 student 
visas are for nonacademic or 
vocational study or training.

“F-1 visa students don’t 
get financial aid in the same 
way that a domestic U.S. citi-
zen student would,” Nicols 
Villeda said. “Because there 
is often less financial aid giv-

Education: Impact
Continued from A1

en, F-1 students are actually 
a huge economic benefit to 
not just the university, but I 
would say the state that they 
occupy and the country in 
general because then those 
are also students that are 
spending money and then 
pouring back into local res-
taurants and communities 
and buying transportation.”

International students 
regularly rely on optional 
practical training to stay in 
the U.S. after graduation. It 
extends their student status 
and allows them to work in 
their field of study for one 
year. Students with STEM 
degrees can stay for two 
years. Anyone hoping to stay 
longer would need to pursue 
other immigration or visa 
opportunities.

In 2023-24, there were 
more than 50,000 interna-
tional students in Pennsyl-
vania, and more than 5,000 
participated in optional 
practical training.

BY THE 
NUMBERS
International students 
studying in Lancaster 
County contributed 
millions of dollars 
to the economy and 
supported over 100 
jobs in the 2023-24 
school year. Here’s 
a breakdown of that 
financial impact by 
school.

n Franklin & Marshall 
College: $19.5 
million in financial 
contributions and 
supported 97 jobs.

n Millersville 
University: $5.1 
million in financial 
contributions and 
supported 23 jobs.

n Lancaster Bible 
College: $1.2 million in 
financial contributions 
and supported five 
jobs.

n Elizabethtown 
College: $1 million in 
financial contributions 
and supported five jobs.
— NAFSA: Association of 

International  
Educators

understanding of how much 
federal money Pennsylva-
nia will receive in the new 
fiscal year.

But House Appropria-
tions Chair Jordan Harris, 
D-Philadelphia, shot down 
the idea Monday. 

“I think we need to do our 
constitutional obligation 
to pass a budget, hopefully 
by June 30, that funds the 
Commonwealth for a full 
year,” Harris told report-
ers in the Capitol. “I don’t 
think it benefits the Com-
monwealth, nor those who 
depend on our resources, to 
have a six-month budget.” 

Schools, nonprofits and 
businesses could face dif-
ficulties trying to set their 
annual budgets without 
knowing how much state
money they’ll receive for a 
full year, Harris said. 

Martin’s spokesperson, 
Jason Thompson, declined 
to comment on the sena-
tor’s behalf. 

Gov. Josh Shapiro has 
been mum on the issue. 
The first-term Democrat’s 
spokesperson, Manuel 
Bonder, did not comment 
Monday on whether he’d 
support a short-term bud-
get. 

“Governor Shapiro, his 
Administration, and the 
budget negotiation leaders 
of both parties are work-
ing hard toward securing a 
responsible annual budget 
that delivers for all Penn-
sylvanians,” Bonder said in 
a statement. “As the Gover-
nor has made clear, getting 

this done will require all 
parties compromising and 
working together in good 
faith — and that is exactly 
what he is focused on do-
ing.”

Deadline nearing
During the COVID-19 

pandemic in 2020, the 
General Assembly and 
then-Gov. Tom Wolf 
passed a stop-gap budget 
to keep the state govern-
ment operating for five 
months. They later passed 
a full budget in November.

This year, Shapiro has 
pitched a $51.5 billion bud-
get that would spend about 
$3 billion of the state’s left-
over cash from last year 
and $1.6 billion from its 
savings. The money would 
largely go toward boosting
funding for public educa-
tion and social services.

Senators are back in their 
districts this week, then 
both chambers will be in 
Harrisburg next week for 
voting sessions. 

Though Ward told 
ABC27 that current bud-
get negotiations are the 
“worst” she’s seen in her 17 
years in Harrisburg, Harris 
said Monday that he thinks 
the Legislature will have a 
budget passed by June 30. 

“I’ve always said … what’s 
important to me is that it’s 
a budget that reflects the 
values of our caucus, re-
flects the values that we’ve 
talked to citizens across 
the commonwealth about, 
and funds those core func-
tions that we have in this 
commonwealth,” Harris 
said.

Budget
Continued from A1

A view of the Pennsylvania Capitol in Harrisburg, Sept. 21, 2021.
BLAINE SHAHAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER


