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Judith Castrogiovanni Named 

Pennsylvania’s 2021 National  

Distinguished Principal 
 

    (ENOLA, PA) — Judith A. Castrogiovanni, Principal of Jefferson 

Elementary School, Jefferson Township, Pa., in the North Pocono School 

District, has been named Pennsylvania’s 2021 National Distinguished 

Principal (NDP) by the Pennsylvania Principals Association. As a state 

winner in the National Association of Elementary School Principals’ 

(NAESP) National Distinguished Principal (NDP) Program, Mrs. 

Castrogiovanni will be honored by NAESP and the PA Principals 

Association at special award ceremonies in the fall.   

 

Dr. Jonathan G. Ross, Chair of the PA Principals Association’s 

National Distinguished Principal Selection Committee, said, “The committee 

was unanimous in the selection of Judy Castrogiovanni as this year’s winner. 

Under her leadership, Jefferson Elementary School has demonstrated 

consistent progress which has been recognized with multiple awards. In 

addition, Mrs. Castrogiovanni has engaged with her community in a myriad 

of ways that demonstrate an exemplary level of leadership.” 

 

An educator for 24 years, Mrs. Castrogiovanni served in her current 

role as the principal at Jefferson Elementary School (K-3) since 2009. 

Previously, she taught English at the North Pocono Middle School from 

2007-2009. She also held the positions of English coordinator for the 

Abington Heights School District from 2004-2007 and English teacher at 

Abington Heights High School from 1997-2004. 

  

“I am thankful and thrilled to earn this award and share it with our 

outstanding North Pocono School District community and the extraordinary 

members of the Jefferson Elementary family,” said Mrs. Castrogiovanni. 
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 Under Mrs. Castrogiovanni’s leadership, Jefferson Elementary School earned North 

Pocono School District’s first National Blue Ribbon for Exemplary High Performance in 2019.  

 Working with the Jefferson and North Pocono School District communities, she was 

instrumental in bringing about significant enhancements to their outdoor community resources 

on campus including a basketball court, new playgrounds and benches, a beautiful butterfly 

garden and an enhanced softball complex. She also facilitated the creation of a dedicated 

intervention period for student-centered, data-driven learning every day for every student. In 

addition, on the first day of the pandemic school closing, Mrs. Castrogiovanni initiated a school 

YouTube channel. She created a video every day to keep their school community connected. The 

videos sometimes involved students, teachers and families sharing their own contributions. 

“Once we returned to in person learning, the videos became weekly and are still ongoing.  It’s 

been a powerful tool for connection, information and joy,” she related. 

 

“We are tremendously happy for this great honor for Judy, Jefferson Elementary, North 

Pocono and our community. She has a passion for making every child be a better person through 

kindness and love. We thank the PA Principals Association for recognizing her excellence,” 

shared Bryan McGraw, Superintendent of North Pocono School District. 

 

Mrs. Castrogiovanni and her team at Jefferson Elementary have also been involved with 

bringing the Olweus Bullying Prevention program to North Pocono School District by acting as 

the pilot school for the powerful program that teaches and supports positive interaction and 

support through education and community cooperation. “If I am remembered for anything, I 

hope it is for how I welcomed everyone into the Jefferson family and supported them so they 

could share their gifts and shine their brightest,” she said. 

 

 

According to PA Principals Association Executive Director, Paul M. Healey, Ph.D., 

“Mrs. Castrogiovanni is a fantastic representative of one of the many effective school leaders 

across Pennsylvania and we congratulate her on being named as our state’s 2021 National 

Distinguished Principal. Her ongoing commitment to her students, staff and the community has 

been outstanding. We look forward to honoring her with this prestigious award in the very near 

future.” 
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Mrs. Castrogiovanni earned a Bachelor of Arts in English and Secondary Education 

English and a Master of Science in School Administration from the University of Scranton. She 

and her husband of 21 years, Joe, along with their sons, Brian, 19, and Jason 15, reside in 

Moscow, Pa., which is in the North Pocono School District. In addition, her sons were students 

at Jefferson Elementary where she was their principal.  

 

“I am a proud 1993 North Pocono graduate -- the framed diploma hangs on the wall of 

my office alongside my degrees from the University of Scranton. My family, including my 

parents Jerry and Cathy Pinataro, and my in-laws Joe and Mimi Castrogiovanni, have been 

critical supports in my life and their encouragement has empowered me to pursue and achieve 

my goals,” she shared.  

 

### 

 

 
 

Judith A. Castrogiovanni 
 

 

About the PA Principals Association: The PA Principals Association membership of approximately 3,500 is comprised of elementary, middle 

level and secondary school principals, assistant principals and other educational leaders and is affiliated with the National Association of 

Elementary School Principals (NAESP) and the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP).  

 

The Mission of the Pennsylvania Principals Association: To ensure a quality education for every child by comprehensively supporting the 

educational leaders of our schools. 

 

The Vision of the Pennsylvania Principals Association: To be the best service organization of its kind in the United States.




