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The Dragon and the Villagers
Let’s take a look at the dragon
that has been created. According
to the PEW Center for the States,
Pennsylvania’s pension system
funds 75% of its current liability.
What you hear from the dragon
builders is that we are facing a 118
billion dollar pension liability, what
you don’t hear is that it is 75%
funded already. You also don’t hear
that pension systems funded at
80% are regarded as fiscally sustainable. This dragon is not as big
as we once thought, yet we still
hear the loud drumbeat intended to
drive the villagers (public employees and the public) into a sense
of panic and impending disaster.
Next, we tell the villagers that they
have no weapons to fight even the
smaller dragon, and that their
protecting kingdom (the state)
does not have the means to kill
the dragon even with the help of
surrounding villages (state collec-

tive resources). The villagers are
skeptical because they know that
many resources are at the king’s
disposal — he simply refuses to
use them (Marcellus Shale, etc.).
This skepticism grows even more
when the king informs the villagers
that the only solution is to sacrifice
the villagers. So as not to create
revolt, the king informs the villagers
that only the young (new employees) will be sacrificed. However,
the next year he returns and
informs the villagers that more is
needed and therefore additional
members of the village will be
sacrificed — but they should not
revolt because the elderly and
more veteran members will not be
touched. The villagers wonder who
he might come for next year and
hope it is not them. If only the
villagers had stood up for one
another. If only they had spent their
time looking for ways to collectively
kill this smaller dragon. If only they

had stood together rather than
pointing to which group of villagers
could be sacrificed next. If only, if
only…
It is time that we unite and face
this created dragon. It is time we
identified it for what it is — a deception created by people who
want to fail to honor their contracts
and meet their obligations. It is
time that we demand solutions that
hold contracts sacred, just as our
business community does and that
we no longer accept the false
premise that no weapons are
available therefore the villagers
must be sacrificed. We must use
the weapons we have — our legislators, the courts, those that
surround us, our votes, and most
importantly, the consciences of
those who value contracts to stand
our ground.
It is time to stop finger-pointing to
groups who “should” be sacrificed
and stand together.
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